
Father Dave’s 
Annual  

Address 
 To my St. Eliza-
beth’s family, Grace and 
peace to you from God 
our Father and our Lord 
Jesus Christ: 

 When I first came 
to St. Elizabeth’s in July 
2007, I made a statement 
to the search committee 
and shared that statement 
in my first sermon here on 
July 22nd.  I want to share 
it again with you:  

 When I was first 
contacted by the search 
committee, I told them I 
was not going to come to 
St. Elizabeth's to retire.  

However I would come to 
work until I retired....The 
reason I said that is two-
fold.  First, I believe that 
God has something great 
in store for St. Elizabeth's 
and second I don't believe 
that anyone who really 
loves the Lord and wants 
to serve Him ever retires.  
There is always something 
that we can do for His 
kingdom.  There is always 
a way that He can use us 
in His plan.  And those of 

you who love this church 
and love God and will al-
low God to lead you - will 
be used to His glory. 

 I share this with 
you today to encourage 
you in the work that St. 
Elizabeth’s is doing and 
will continue to do in the 
future.   

 I also want to 
share with you two quotes 
that I believe are im-
portant for us as a parish: 
The first quote is from 
Proverbs 29:18a   “18 
Where there is no vision, 
the people perish” and the 
second quote is from Pas-
tor Chuck Swindoll who 
wrote, “When you have 
vision it affects your atti-
tude. Your attitude is opti-
mistic rather than pessi-
mistic.”   
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Prayer 
that moves 

MOUNTAINS 

 

Youth 
 We had a great year and welcomed a new high 

schooler Angel into our little flock. We studied about prayer 

and worship this last year and about Jesus’ life as well. 

Ken came in the spring and helped us plant more amaryllis 

bulbs again and they really enjoyed that. 

Our goal this year is to volunteer together at a location that 

was suggested by Tillie. 

Why Become an LEV?  

 When I was asked to explain why I am an LEV (Lay Eucharistic 

Visitor), I realized I have never had to put this in words before.  I know I 

have always wanted to help and serve people.  I have been so incredibly 

blessed my whole life.  I feel His hand on my shoulder as He guides me 

to serve others. 

 Why become an LEV?  Please think about this question before 

you read on.  Why do you attend service on Sunday instead of saying 

prayers at home?  For me, the most important part of the service is com-

munion, the message that Christ died to save us from our sins!  For me, 

the physical act of consuming His body and blood is far more emotional 

than just words. 

 To summarize, I believe I am an LEV to share, to share the love 

of our parish, to share the body and blood of Christ and to share the 

message that Christ died to give us everlasting life. 

 If you have any questions about becoming an LEV, see Fr. Dave or me.  I will be happy to help you 

in any way that I can. 

Yours in Christ 

Ken Dean 
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Birthdays 

Athena Adams   1/2 

Christina Grimison  1/3 

Kathleen Vavra  1/7 

Alan Baisley   1/9 

Judy Mastro   1/11 

Doris Lavoie   1/12 

Layla Fields   1/15 

Laura Goodger   1/15 

Mitch Kapp   1/15 

Carol Pasquarosa  1/17 

Tina Rose   1/18 

Anna Denley   1/21 

Sarah Stone   1/22 

Amanda Watson  1/22 

Mary Jane Inqui  1/23 

Shelley Parkins   1/23 

James Bonet   1/29 

Bob Mastro   1/30 

Lindsey Theissen  1/30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

 

Ken & Diana Iverson  1/16 

Miguel & Daisy Williams  1/30 

 



The Epis t le  to  the El izabethans        2020                                     Issue 1    Page 5  

 

 



The Epis t le  to  the El izabethans    2019                                     Issue 1    Page 6  

Continued from page 1  

 Having a vision and a plan is important for the future of St. Elizabeth’s.  Without it there will be lost op-
portunities for sharing the Gospel, for helping those in need, for strengthening the parish family, and being a light 
to Sebastian and the surrounding area.  

 When I first arrived there were several things I hoped to accomplish and while many of them have been 
accomplished there are some that were not.  Does that mean they were a failure? Certainly not!  It means that we 
listened to God, discerned His will through prayer, being led by the Holy Spirit, and accomplished the things He 
desired.   

 I often find it best to reflect on the things that have been accomplished by following God’s plan and reflect 
on the things that have changed.  For example, at the end of summer and before school started, we had an ice 
cream social.  The first couple years it was well attended and then attendance dropped so the decision was made to 
discontinue that ministry event.  Other events that have come and gone are Trunk or Treat, Praise Prayer and 
Healing and the Pet Blessing.  It is not to say that they will not return in the future.  Another event that changed 
was Vacation Bible School.  Originally, we participated with other churches at their church until one day we made 
the decision to do it at St. Elizabeth’s.  Since that decision, each year we have been blessed by the parents and chil-
dren returning and those who are new coming.  

 What I see is how God has opened the doors for new 
ministries that thrive and prosper. The Sacred Order of the 
Daughters of the King was reinstated with seven members and 
now has more than doubled in size.  The men’s fellowship that 
has been off and on is now back.  The ECW is vibrant, active 
and growing.  I could go on and give examples of many events, 
services, and outreach activity we do in our community: KIRB, 
Scouting, Al Anon, BNI, movie night, fashion show, St. Pat-
rick’s Day dinner, the Source, prayer shawl ministry and more.  
What is important is that we at St. Elizabeth’s are an active and 
loving family that welcomes our community into our presence. 

 As I stated in the beginning of this letter, I did not 
come to retire but to work until I retired. I hold fast to that 
statement and remind everyone as we grow more mature in our 
years that no one who loves the Lord ever retires, however, 
their ministry changes. Over the past year I have been in dis-
cernment and in conversation with my Spiritual Director, trust-
ed clergy, and with Bishop Brewer about retirement.  Through 
fervent prayer and discernment, I want to share with you that I 
will be retiring this year and my last Sunday with you as your 
Priest will be April 26th following Bishop Brewer’s visit on 
April 19th.  

 God has blessed me with over 12 ½ years of ministry at 
St. Elizabeth’s.  Over the years St. Elizabeth’s has healed from 
it’s past, grown in many areas, become financially stable, and 
continues to be a loving body of Christ led by the Holy Spirit.  
Over the years God has used the gifts He has given me as your 
Rector. However I know my tenure at St. Elizabeth’s has come to an end so that God can bring you someone 
whose gifts will continue to minister and grow St. Elizabeth’s.  My prayer has always been not to become a mainte-
nance type priest just maintaining a church.  My commitment to you is to continue to do the work God has called 
me to do: to strengthen, to encourage, to minister, and to coach so when that day comes you will be able to sustain 
until God brings you your next Rector.   
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Movie Night 

Mighty Macs 

Saturday 

Feb. 22nd 

Food 6:00 PM 

Showing 6:30 PM 

 

Synopsis: It’s 1971. Cathy Rush is a woman ahead of her time … and she’s 
about to embark on an adventure for the ages. 

Recently hired as the coach of tiny Immaculata College, Cathy’s challenges 
are as imposing as the big-school teams her Macs will face. There is no gymnasium, no fan support and no money. 
To top it off, Cathy may not even have enough players for a team! 

While it appears the Macs don’t have a prayer, all hope is not lost. With the help of Sister Sunday—a spunky assis-
tant coach—and the support of a booster club of elderly nuns, Coach Rush creates a new game plan that just 
might bring the team—and the school—together. 

Will this pioneer buck cultural norms and spur her rag-tag team to unexpected heights? Or will her hard-driving 

ways create a wedge between the coach and everyone around her? One thing’s for certain: there’s never been any-

one like Cathy Rush at Immaculata! 

 In my conversations with Bishop Brewer he has stated that he would like to use me to do interim work 
and to help other parishes that are in transition.  It is a ministry that I have prayed about doing and I am looking 
forward to doing it.  In addition I will be available for supply work although I will not be able to that here. I will 
continue to be involved in Diocesan work, serving out my last year on Standing Committee, continuing to serve 
on the Commission on Ministry and the Ecclesiastical Trial Court.  Outside of the church I will be more involved 
with the Veteran’s Council and continue to serve on the Board of Directors as a Director at Large. 

 St. Elizabeth’s is blessed with strong leadership.  Your vestry is one the best I have seen and the ministries 
are led by strong leaders.  God has put the leadership in place that works well together and they will sustain you 
through this phase.  Visions of things planned and things hoped for are just ahead.  I do not believe St. Elizabeth 
will perish for lack of vision but thrive because of your attitude of optimism rather than pessimism.  Always re-
member the parish is NOT about the priest; it is about the gracious, loving and wonderful body of believers in 
Jesus Christ.   

 Tillie and I are not planning on moving.  We will be in the area and while we will not be worshiping with 
you, we will be available to you as friends.   

 I want to thank you for the many blessings you have been to Tillie and me over these past 12 ½ years and 
I want to enjoy and savor the time we have remaining together, continuing to do God’s work here at St. Eliza-
beth’s. 

Your faithful servant in Christ, 
Fr. Dave 
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Lay Ministers 

What do you see? 

The crucifer leading with the cross 
Torchbearers lighting the way 

Lay readers speaking the Word of our Lord 

The acolyte helping set the Lord's Table 
The LEM offering the cup of salvation 

 Do you see yourself or your children serving in this ministry? 

 This past year we were blessed to have Jessica Odom and Michele Colan-

geli become lay readers.  Michele also served as an acolyte.  Jim Bonet is now licensed as a LEM. We are es-
pecially excited to welcome four young people: Mairead and Coralyn as crucifers and torchbearers, Gabriel as 
both acolyte and lay reader, and Niki as acolyte.  They are the future of our church. 

 We continue to seek out new members to these 
ministries.  There are needs for both 8am and 10 am ser-

vices.  Contact Diane Garrison or Dawn Curtis. 

Remember, everyone looks good in white! 
Dawn Curtis 

Altar Guild 
 I am honored to be directress of St. Elizabeth’s Al-

tar Guild. Our group is small but everyone is flexible and 

willing to step up when needed, making it all work. This fall 

we welcomed a new member, Thais Fox, who has jumped 

right in with our group. The Christmas season has passed and we are now planning for Ash Wednesday that starts 

off the Lenten season and ends with Palm Sunday, Holy Week and 

the ultimate celebration Easter! 

 A big thanks to Janet Farmer for her artistic talent and her 

time creating this year’s beautiful Thanksgiving array, as well as 

much of the Christmas flower décor. Thank you, Peggy Klamm 

for helping with the window arrangements and other sundry 

events. 

 To Diane Johnson and Diana Iverson who helped fill in 

for all the time I was away this past summer, I am very grateful. To 

Jean Wright and Kathy Vavra, we thank you for their faithful ser-

vice. 

 We extend an invitation to any person, male or female, to 

join us for this very special ministry. Be a part of preparing God’s 

table for the ultimate feast! 

God Bless! 
Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Dean 
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Events/ Meetings 

January 2020 

Coffee Social: Sundays following the 8AM & 10AM services. ALL are welcome to join us. 

Choir: Thursday nights at 6:30 (except for the first Thurs of the month)  

Youth Group: Wednesdays, 6:30 PM  

Prayer Shawl Ministry: We meet on Saturday mornings at 10 am.  Please consider joining us (or working from home). We knit and 

crochet shawls, chemo caps, lab robes, baby items to be distributed to local retirement homes, veteran facilities, and cancer treatment 

centers as well as shelters.  

Crafts: Tuesday morning crafts each week at 10 AM.  Our ongoing craft is waterproof mats for the homeless Please donate any color 

plastic grocery shopping bag.   

ECW: Next meeting is Saturday, Feb. 15th 10:00 AM 

Men’s Bible Study: Next meeting is Feb. 15th 8:00 Am. 

 

Annual Parish Meeting/Potluck: Today! . Meeting/Potluck will be after the service.  

 

Crafters need your help:  We are running low of plastic shopping bags for the mats we make for the  homeless.  

Please bring any color plastic grocery bags to the Office Angel office. Thank you for all your help.  

 

Wednesday Eucharist 10 AM/Bible Study11 AM: Timothy and Titus Lesson 2 

 

VBS Meeting:  Sunday, Jan 26 after the 10:00 AM Service. This is one of St. Elizabeth’s outreaches that touches 

a lot of families. If you are interested in making an impact in our community, please join us as we start the plan-

ning process.  

 

ECW Fashion Show & Tea: Saturday, Feb. 8th Noon. Come out for a wonderful time with friends and family. 

Cost is $15.  Tickets are available please see an ECW Representative. 

 

ECW Meeting: Sat. Feb. 15th 10:00 AM.  

 

Men’s Fellowship: Saturday, Feb. 15th 8:00 AM. Breakfast following 

 

Christmas Stockings are available. See Janet Mandeville to get  yours. 

 

Movie Night:  Sat. Feb. 22nd 6:00 PM Pizza 6:30 PM Showing “Mighty Macs”  

 

Shrove Tuesday: Feb 25th Pancake Supper 5:00 PM- 6:30 PM Service at 7:00 PM .Suggested donation $5.  

 

Ash Wednesday: Feb 26th, Imposition of Ashes 7:00 AM, Noon, 7:00 PM. 

 

Confirmation Class:  Please sign up with the church office. Dates and times to be announced.  

 

Soup Suppers: Wednesday’s starting Mar. 4th. 5:30 PM. Teaching during the meal.  
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Music Ministry 
 The music ministry at St. Elizabeth’s has gone through many transitions over the years.  This past year we 

have been blessed and are thankful to have Michael Granger as our very talented organ and keyboard player. He is 

truly a Godsend and a great asset to the music ministry. The size of the choir over the years has vacillated from 15 

to the mighty 7 that currently make up the choir.  This year we gained a much needed male choir member which 

has allowed us on occasion to do special music with parts.  We have also been blessed by the ability to do special 

music thanks to the addition of our talented soprano voice.   As I tell the members, “we are small but mighty!” 

 For about the last 5 years or more I have been the choir leader and for the last 2 years taking responsibility 

of choosing and teaching music.  This year I am stepping down, due to future travel plans and visiting my out of 

town family members. I will continue to direct until we find a new leader and look forward to singing with the 

choir. 

 Looking forward to this next year, we are looking for someone who has a love for the church, for music, 

someone will lead and direct the choir to take my place.   

Thank you for all the support and encouragement you have given the choir.  

Alice Stone and the Small but Mighty Choir. 
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St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church Women 
 What an outstanding year we had! None 

of which would have been possible without the 

generosity of our members and their hard work. 

They truly mean it when they say "We can do it". 

We had a most successful year with our two big 

fund raisers. The RUMMAGE (or Treasure) Sale 

and the FASHION Show. Thank you all for your 

help with both of these. Without you we would 

not be able to support St. Elizabeth’s programs. 

 Speaking of St. Elizabeth’s programs the 

ECW donates to Vacation Bible School, we pay 

for the advertisement in the newspaper every 

month, and we pay a portion of the utility bill 

every month along with other needs as they arise. In the past this has been such things as paying for the County 

water line and paying to hook it up to the church, helping to purchase lawn equipment, funding Scout projects 

and Youth outings, etc. 

 For those of you that are not aware, the Epis-

copal Church Women is a national organization un-

der the auspices of the Episcopal Church in the Unit-

ed States. Their established purpose of the ECW is 

"To deepen the spiritual life of church women and to 

enlist their active support of the whole program". All 

Episcopal Church ladies are automatically members 

of the ECW. 

 For 2020 we would like to see more ladies 

come out. Think what we could accomplish with 

many more helping hands. We meet the third Satur-

day of every month from September to May. 

 Hope to see you at our next meeting! And 

you will get lunch too. 
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Daughters of  the King 

St Elizabeth’s Chapter 
 

 The Daughters meet every 2nd Sunday of the month after the 10 AM service in the library. 

 This year we have admitted 4 new daughters to our chapter after months of preparation. There are now 15 

Daughters of the King at St Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church. 

 As we look back over the year of 2019 there are many important accomplishments. In addition to admit-

ting 4 new daughters we have implemented prayers during the 8 AM and 10 AM services. This occurs in the chap-

el along with Deacon Lori and one daughter each week prays for anyone in the congregation that requests prayers. 

And as we look back over the year many prayers have been answered. We are so amazed at what God can do. He 

is in control and fulfills His promises. There is still a blue prayer box in the sanctuary that anyone may request 

prayers which are kept in the strictest confidence. 

 At the fall assembly our own Val Nubi- Collins received the Bishops Cross. The cross is not a reward, but 

it is to be worn with humility and thankfulness that God is doing a great work in her life and in her chapter and 

parish. In some parishes where a Daughter has worn the cross, the Spirit has brought renewal and strengthening 

where it was needed. In others, it has brought a greater awareness of God’s love and the working of His Holy Spir-

it. 

 Members have attended Diocesan quarterly meetings, retreats, quiet days and Fall Assembly. We also have 

contributed to all the funds of the order, created pumpkin bread for The Source, and ministered to the homeless 

by visiting and praying with them as we distribute food and goodie bags. We also take soup out to others who are 



The Epis t le  to  the El izabethans     2020                                   Issue 1    Page 13  

Soup Ministry  

 Starting as a seed of an idea, St. Elizabeth’s Soup Pantry sprouted and 

continued to grow.  It has now blossomed into not only something special to 

take on visitations, but also to share with anyone beyond the church community.   

 Soup can be found in the church kitchen’s freezer and anyone is welcome 

to take some to share with others.  You may want to welcome a new neighbor 

with some soup or invite a friend for a bowl of soup for lunch as well as visiting 

a friend or neighbor that is not feeling well.   

 Many have responded to the need of making soup for St. Elizabeth’s Soup Pantry.  This year we will hope 

to continue to expand our outreach program by getting more of our members involved in taking soup to share 

with others.  It is a great way to share God’s love! 

 Don’t forget that it also serves as fundraiser when you purchase it to contribute to different ministries 

within the church. 

 If you would like more information about making or taking soup see Jean Bennett, Dawn Curtis, or Tillie 

Newhart  

And do not forget to do good and to 
share with others, for with such 
acts God is pleased. (Hebrews 13:16) 

home bound. 

 For personal growth we have contemplative prayer/ meditation and discussions. Our chaplain Father Dave 

is utilized many times for advice and direction. We also are reading and studying “ Continuing the Journey” which 

is a guide to help us meet our goals and continue with making sure we are following our “ Rule of Life”. The 

DOK National website also helps us with meeting the overall strategic goals ( National DOK ) which we will work 

on as well. There is a Spring Retreat that I am sure some of us will attend. 

 Please take notice of our enlarged banner that a few Daughters have worked hard making it nice. There is a 

new outreach in 2020 called ESTAH. It is a ministry located in Orlando, which goes out into the community to 

meet the needs of people, especially the homeless etc. etc. 

 In the future we are considering starting a Junior Daughters of the King for young girls of St Elizabeth’s.  

Respectfully submitted, FHS, Edythe J Clemons, President. 
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Outreach 

The Source Sundays 
 

 On the 5th Sunday of a 5 Sunday 

month, St Elizabeth’s take’s a meal made by 

our parishioners down to feed the Homeless at 

The Source.  The Source is a Christ Centered 

Outreach and Resource Center for the home-

less.  We also take the people of The Source 

what we like to refer to as a Goody Bag.  One 

bag contains hygiene items, such as, shampoo, 

conditioner, body lotion, chap-stick, and a bar 

of soap.  The other bag contains water, apple 

sauce, raisins, peanut butter crackers, vienna 

sausages, granola and breakfast bars, and a 

copy of Our Daily Bread.  Sometimes we even 

put fresh fruit in these bags.  Taking these 

bags gives the clients an opportunity to have 

another meal when The Source isn’t open.  

Our Sunday school kids have taken great pride 

in helping to make these bags.  Thanks to our wonderful craft ladies we were able to take down hand knit scarves 

and hats, and at least 12 of the plastic mats that they crochet so the homeless people don’t get their sleeping bags 

wet.  

 After we finish serving food, we go out to mingle with the 

people who are there.  Sometimes it is difficult to converse with 

someone who is homeless.  All too often we don’t need to say much, 

they are willing to share their lives with us, and we are willing to 

share God’s Love with them.  The Source has expanded its ministry 

by providing classes in Safe Serve thru Indian River State College.  

This is helping the people to be able to get out and get a job in the 

work force.  The Source also provides AA and NA meetings, anger 

management meetings, haircuts, showers, laundry facilities, help with 

job applications, and help with housing and sources to get the fami-

lies off the street. 

 Recently our DOK have been coming with us to The Source 

to help pray for the clients that are there.  They have found that if 

they ask the clients if there is someone they want them to pray for, 

then the clients are usually less nervous about asking for prayer for 

themselves.  This past visit in December, our DOK made homemade 

pumpkin bread, which was a wonderful treat.  This is just another 

way for us to show them God’s Love.   

 Unless you come to The Source you can’t experience what a 

blessing it is to be able to serve these people and help them to realize they are just like us and God loves all of us, 
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no matter what our circumstances.  I know that we are providing a 

Ministry to the people of The Source, but I always leave there feeling 

blessed, and not because at this time I have more in my life than the 

people there, but because GOD always shows me how he LOVES eve-

ryone and that I need to LOVE them also and not Judge them.  The 

Source is but one opportunity for us to share Christ’s love with one 

other.  We would be glad to have you join us.  Please see me if you 

would like to help.   

 

Love Chrissie 

Grimison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School 2019 
 This year our Sunday School team has revamped the method in the way we teach Sunday School.  We are 

currently using “Children’s Sermons 4 kids” as our curriculum.  This curriculum follows our weekly lectionary 

readings.   We have combined all of our students into one large group and we have 3 different  teachers that teach 

once a month, along with Miss Amy, who teaches a lesson for our Nursery age children.  The 3rd Sunday of the 

month is Youth Sunday, and we are involving our students in the weekly service, by serving as torch bearers, aco-

lytes, crucifers, readers, and greeters.  This strategy has been working very well, not only for our student’s, but for 

our teachers. By only being responsible for one Sunday a month, our teachers are spending more time in Church, 

and are being spiritually fed so that they can continue to spiritually feed your children.  Thank you to all of our 

Sunday School teachers: Diane Lott, Janet Farmer, Joann Knot and Amy Vavra, but most importantly THANK 

YOU to all of our parents for entrusting us with your children.   

Love Chrissie Grimison  



901 Clearmont Street 

Sebastian, Fl. 32958 

 

Phone: 772-589-2770 

Fax: 772-589-7966 

E-mail: www.stelizabethsepis@bellsouth.net 

We’re on the web: 

www.stelizabethssebastian.org 

St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church  

Sharing Christ who transforms lives  

Did You Know? St. Elizabeth’s has a web-site. 
Share it with a friend.  The web-site has all the 
events posted on the calendar.  Audio and video of 
Sunday sermons are posted. The current and past 
newsletters are also available on it.  Did you know 
St. Elizabeth’s has a Facebook page—Like us! 

 

 

January Lay Minister Schedule 

 

1/5          LEM-8am: Denise Roberts   

                  Lector-8am:   Thais Fox 

                          Chalice:   Ken Dean 

                    LEM 10am: Marika Slawski  

                 Lector 10am:  1st Shirley McMillan  

                                       2nd Jessica Odom 

              Acolyte 10am: Janet Farmer 

            Crucifer- 10am: Kirsten 
Prayers:   Deacon Lori 

 Chalice:   Michele Colangeli 

Prayer Team: Deacon Lori, Diane Garrison 

 

 

1/12      LEM-8am:  Linda Dean 

                  Lector-8am:   Ken Dean 

                          Chalice:    

                    LEM 10am:  Sue Johnson 

                 Lector 10am:  1st Alice Stone 

                                       2nd Emily Profitt 

              Acolyte 10am: Gina Anderson 

            Crucifer- 10am: Dominic 

                         Prayers:   Deacon Lori 

                         Chalice     Janet Farmer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1/19       One Service 
LEM 10am:  Chrissie Grimison 

 Lector 10am:  1stHana   

                         2nd  Niki 

   Acolyte 10am: Gabriel 

  Crucifer- 10am: Coralyn 

   Prayers:   Chrissie Grimison 

    Chalice:   Tillie Newhart 

               Torches:   Hana & Nikki 

 

 

1/26    LEM-8am:    Diane Garrison   

                  Lector-8am:  Ash Badger 

                          Chalice:    

                    LEM 10am:  Dawn Curtis 

                 Lector 10am: 1st:  Justin Knott 

                               2nd Joanne Knott 

              Acolyte 10am: Miki 

            Crucifer- 10am: Mairead 

                         Prayers:   Deacon Lori 

                         Chalice:   Hailee 


