
 

Dear Parishioners,  

 We hope that this still finds 

everyone safe and well.  We want to 

make sure that you know that the 

Diocese has advanced to Phase III 

for reopening.  The only major 

change for St Elizabeth’s is that we 

can now be at 75% capacity.  If you 

do not know, we have all the pews 

marked for seating to maintain a 6 ft 

distance.  We give out the readings at 

each service, wear masks, use hand 

sanitizer and clean in-between ser-

vices to maintain a safe environment.  

Many that have returned have re-

marked that they feel very safe.  We 

look forward to seeing everyone.   

 The Vestry has been working 

on a compensation package for a 

new Rector.  Along those lines, 

please keep in mind that our income 

at St Elizabeth’s has decreased by 

about 25% from the beginning of the 

pandemic to now.  Our expenses 

have decreased also but 

not to where we are able 

to build up any signifi-

cant reserves.  

 We are entering 

the time when we cele-

brate Stewardship. 

Within the next month 

you will receive an invi-

tation to commit to the 

support of our Lord’s 

Work and the ministries 

of the Church once 

again. Your support is 

very important; more 

important than ever be-

fore. It allows us to plan effectively 

for the coming year and we face mul-

tiple challenges with the appointment 

of a new Rector. 
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  It almost seems impossible that it is the end of September already.  We have hit 

the peak of the hurricane season but looking out on the horizon, there are still many 

storms.  So it is for all of us in these days of uncertainty.  We still struggle with what to 

do as we try to find some normalcy in our lives.  Many people ask the question, “should I 

return to worship on Sunday or not?”  It is a difficult question for any of us to answer.  I 

can assure you that your vestry has done everything we can to make worship a safe envi-

ronment.  We ask everyone to disinfect their hands before entering the church and to 

wear a mask at all times when in the building.  Seating has been arranged so that everyone can observe social dis-

tancing.  We are not trying to rush anything but we do know how important it is for all of our members to feel 

safe when spending time with God at St. Elizabeth’s.  I hope to see many of you in the near future who have not 

felt safe to return as yet. 

From Fr. Norm 

Continued on page 4 
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Search Committee 

Greetings from your St. Elizabeth’s search committee! We are happy to announce to the congregation that we 

have finished our parish profile and are in the process of sending that along with the financial package to Canon 

Holcomb for review. The parish profile will be available for viewing on the church website. This also means that 

nominations for a new rector are also open if there is someone specifically that you have in mind whom you 

would like to nominate.  We request that it be sent in a sealed envelope marked "chair search committee" and it 

can be mailed to St. Elizabeth’s church. The name given must be held in strictest confidence and the person 

mentioned should not be contacted.  The Diocese will mail a pack-

et to the individual to determine interest and eligibility. The dead-

line for this will be October 18th.  The next step for us in this pro-

cess is preparing for interviewing our prospective rectors once we 

get a list of candidates from the diocese.  We will decide who we 

will be interviewing and come up with questions and methods for 

this process. Please continue to be patient as the Lord brings a new 

shepherd into our flock.  We ask that you continue to pray for us 

as a group and pray that God will guide the right minister into our 

church. Please feel free to call us with any questions. God bless you 

and keep you in His tender care.            -Joanne Knott  

 Enjoy the outdoors? We are always looking for help with the grounds at St Elizabeth’s.  Our Jr. Warden, 

Rick Zaremba, is at the church normally every Wednesday at 9am.  If you can come and help, please give Rick a 

call at 904-703-5916. Or email him at rmz6977@gmail.com.   

 A special thank you to our great staff and volunteers that keep the 

everyday operations of St Elizabeth’s running smoothly.  

  We all need to come together and keep the heart of St Elizabeth’s 

beating.  After all you, me and all the parishioners are the heart and soul of 

this church.  If you are not here, a part of our soul is missing.  Please pray that 

circumstances keep improving and that we will be able to share that hug that 

we are all so desperately missing from each other.  Should you have any ques-

tions concerning our guidelines, please contact the church office and we will 

be more than happy to share with you what we have done and what we are 

doing.   

 On a personal note, I want to thank everyone for the well wishes and cards, they have helped a lot during 

these trying times.   

Blessings, 

Laurel Matthews 

Sr Warden.   
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Prayer 
that moves 

MOUNTAINS 

Birthdays 

Robert Howlett  October 3  

Tiffany Barrett  October 4  

Mareen Perreault  October 4  

Richard Mandeville  October 6  

Diane Johnson  October 7  

Marlene Howlett  October 12  

Diana Iverson   October 12  

Jack Shepard   October 12  

Daniel Newhart  October 17  

Dorothea Heady  October 18  

Ken Dean   October 19  

Sandra Rossley  October 20  

Clementina Scott  October 22  

Tamika Barrett  October 23  

Paul Giordano   October 24  

Edward Gray   October 24  

Rita Shepard   October 24  

Mary Treusch   October 25  

Carol Janssen   October 26  

Margo Barney   October 27  

Nancy Dounouk  October 27  

Joseph Scheller  October 28  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 

Alicia & John Ohlsson  October 1  

Frank & Betty Lou Sanzo October 3  

Bob & Betty McNutt  October 10  

William & MaryJane Ingui October 12  

    Events/Meetings 

Attention: If you think you have been exposed or tested positive for 

covid and have attended church in the last 14 days - please notify us.  

Not only will help us to pray but also help us to make decisions as we 

move forward in this unprecedented time.  

Daughters of the King Prayer: DOK will be available for prayers in 

the Library during Communion. 

 8:00 AM will be the first Sunday of the Month 

 10:00 AM will be every other Sunday  

 

Adopt a GrandFriend: The youth group is starting up a new ministry! 

The goal of this program is to pair one of our young people with an 

elderly retired person for companionship or to help with chores or any 

other specific needs. (They are really good at explaining how to use a 

cell phone!) They can come for a home visit if that is comfortable for 

you or if you prefer a nice phone conversation or communication via 

email. If this is something that you would like to be involved in please 

contact Joanne Knott via email at jjknott@att.net  

 

October 2020 



 

 

On another note, it is the Fall of the year which means that programs and ministry will begin.  Again, it may not 

feel the same as it has in the past but we will do the best we can to keep all safe.  That being said, I pray that every-

one is considering their pledge to the church.  It gets hard to provide ministry needs and pay the bills when the 

budget cannot be met.  While the Search Committee continues to work prayerfully and diligently to call a new rec-

tor to St. Elizabeth’s, they too have factors to consider in preparation for this new person’s arrival.  It may call for 

moving expenses and health coverage.  Salary and housing needs will also have to be considered.  In the mean-

time, the basic needs of keeping the church doors open are still there.  Unfortunately, bills don’t disappear in a 

pandemic.   

In the weeks to come, you 

will begin to hear more as we 

approach the season of Stew-

ardship.  I hope you will 

prayerfully consider what you 

can do to support the church, 

its ministry and the arrival of 

a new rector in 2021.  It will 

require all of us to be in-

volved.  I know God will 

touch your heart as you con-

sider what you can give to the 

ministry needs of the church 

in the new year.  Remember. 

“God loves a cheerful giver.”   

From Fr. Norm continued 

901 Clearmont Street 

Sebastian, Fl. 32958 

 

Phone: 772-589-2770 

Fax: 772-589-7966 

E-mail: www.stelizabethsepis@bellsouth.net 

We’re on the web: 

www.stelizabethssebastian.org 

St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church  

Sharing Christ who transforms lives  

Did You Know? St. Elizabeth’s has a web-site. 

Share it with a friend.  The web-site has all the 

events posted on the calendar.  Audio and video of 

Sunday sermons are posted. The current and past 

newsletters are also available on it.  Did you know 

St. Elizabeth’s has a Facebook page—Like us! 


